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Abstract

The education of the monastic order in Sri Lanka in the Anuradhapura Period
represented the beginning of the cultural stability and subsequently became the Singhalese
culture. During this period, several factors were favorable for the monastic education to be
successful. Harmony in the Buddhist Monastic Order and the Royal patronage played a vital
role for the success of the monastic learning. The article was mainly based on the Buddhist
work called ‘Samantapasadika’. This work was chosen as it provided more details on the
monastic learning during the Anuradhapura Period. In addition, it was held by scholars as
the authoritative sources of knowledge. Other contexts were also examined and compared

to make the study more accurate and reliable.

Keywords: Monastic education, Anuradhapura period, Buddhist commentary work

‘samantapasadika’
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