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Samantakiitavannana:
Analysis an Issue on Sri Lankan’s Cult

Phramaha Phocana Suvaco

and Phramaha Thanorm ARNANDO

Abstract

The objectives of this academic article are to study the
essence of Samantakitavannana and to analyze the issue of
the cult of Sri Lankan people. The results of the study show
that this work focuses on the Buddha’s activity, from the time
of his enlightenment until he comes to the island of Lanka.
Moreover, this work also adds to the story of God Sumana
as the custodian of the Samantaktdta Mountain, the event of
enshrining the Buddha’s footprint, the cult of sacred sites
around the island as a representative of the Buddha, and
the cult of Hindu gods. Such a Hindu god who is very famous
names Upunval (sometime later called Visnu). Vedeha, the
author of Samantakatavannana, considers the influence of God

Visnu. He fears if this cult infiltrates into Buddhist’s ritual, it will
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be difficult to solve. Therefore, he decides to write this work
for eulogizing the Buddha’s footprint on the Samantakdta
Mountain as a sacred site of Sri Lanka and extolls God Sumana

as the custodian of the Buddha’s footprint.

Keywords : Samantakatavannana, Sri Lanka, Cult
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" weznWnslwalnsy, a77annmng wezgasualgn €3Amnas-
1nel inagnniue Jlusaysal A 2 ATUNYINENAUNINYRANN TN T-
NG (NTIMNaMUAT: TeaNRNINNNAINTI TN AL, 2553), 178.

? PNEENVNUNNDTEUASANSTITUNR, ANATNMIWA 794 1 ullalag
QUM WIHLAA (NTINNHVNUAT: IIRNANNARIAINTUIITINGNAL, 2553),
231.

° qannans, aSaadied (@3 ain: sanmanuiTnslunseaTy
POUNINAITTH (WATLFN: aazNannng, 2560), 324.
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* Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, ed. C.E. Godakumbura
(Oxford: The Pali Text Society, 1955), 798-802.
° WLy, 74999, uilalag was 3udys (wavuas: laRan
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UszifuAgaiudingaduiividninendasesmszamin-
Nzt IANTNYsE (CE. Godakumbura) Lazitlsaning e Fa9
(D.A. Premakumara De Silva) lALaAIANNLIALIN WIELDTETANDE]
andenFnndndnnaiuang 2aFandnpinaass WNefiEFandn
UaninAzay) WlAAINTINUAINNTONTTIU AN NTBIATUA-
nplietivazi@es sulanithas duqs95us (Somapala Jayaward-
hana) UINETINTBINTLNINTEAD YNNTAT (LIAUYLTEN
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ATANN, 2513), 798-799.

° Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, xi. ; D.A. Prema-
kumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion in a Sacred Site in Sri
Lanka,” (PhD Diss., University of Edinburgh, 2005), 46.

" Somapala Jayawardhana, Handbook of Pali Literature (Colombo:

Karunaratne and Sons, 1994), 10.
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19" LANIENILLARIALA 7aLnge (Telwatte Rahula) Lﬁﬁﬁuﬁ
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S WILAMNUNHDTEUASATICLOUTR, ANATNIA 17A 2, ulalag
QUM WIHLAA (NTINNHVNUAT: IINNANNARIAINTUIITINGNAL, 2553),
264.

° H.B.M. llangasinha, Buddhism in Medieval Sri Lanka (Delhi: Sri
Sateuru Pulbications, 1992), 77-80.

'”Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, ix-xi. ; K.R. Norman,
Pali Literature (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1983), 159. ; W. Geiger,
Pali Literature and Language, trans. Batakrishna Ghosh (Delhi: Oriental
Books Reprint Corporation, 1968), 43.

" Telwatte Rahula, “Rasavahini: Jambudipuppattivatthu,” (PhD

Diss., Australian National University, 1981), preface, ix.
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' The Nikaya Sangrahawa, trans. C.M. Fernando (Colombo:
Government Printer, 1908), 23.

'® Somapala Jayawardhana, Handbook of Pali Literature, 133.

" O.P. Pathak, Samantakatavannana (The Eulogy of Samanta

Mountain) (Delhi: Paramanitra Prakashan, 1990), preface, xix.
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NvInenagAaling, 2563), 109-110.
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' \ledeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, 512.
" Ibid, 533.

" Ibid, 569-570.

" Ibid, 658-672.

“ lbid, 536-541.
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** D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 46.

% W?gﬂﬁf]uqﬂLﬂ?gLLﬂzﬂmzﬂmgﬁm, fﬁ/ﬁﬁ&/ﬁ’??\?ﬁlﬂqﬂ 2, 278.

" Vedeha Thera, Samantakatavannana, preface, 539-540, 589,
779, 783, 792, 793-794.
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* Sidat Sangara Vistara Samaya, ed. Ramalane Dharmakirti Sri
Dharmarama Thera (Colombo: Vidya Prabodha Yantralaya, 1934), 216.
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* D.A. Premakumara De Silva, “Sri Pada: Diversity and Exclusion
in a Sacred Site in Sri Lanka,”, 40-41.
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(Colombo: Godage International Publishers, 2008), 37-51.
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versity Press, 1960), 510-511.
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